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2. Jean Palmer
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4. Dora McArthur
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6. Cheryl Garvin

7. Connie Silcox
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10. Pat Palmer
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SHEDDEN W.I. MEMBERS -2010

1. Jean Palmer 1955
2. Beth Vicary 1967
3. Dora McArthur 1976
4. Brenda Silcox 1979
5. Carol Gordon 1979
6. Ruth Hunter 1981
7. Pat Palmer 1981
8. Kay Chamberlain 1982
9. Cheryl Garvin 1985
10. Connie Silcox 1986
11. Pauline Silcox 1988
12. Sharon Welch-Leeming 1993
13. Doris Molnar 2004
14. Connie Molnar 2008

15. Ethel Minor-Clare 2008



THE STORY OF LEE FUNG LAN

Lee Fung Lan was the first foster child adopted by Shedden
Women's Institute. This is hér story.
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Shedden Women's Institute Meeting at Elgin County
Ploneer Museum

January 1978

(Back Row) Mrs., Pettzold (Curator) Mrs. Willson, Mrs. Vera Ballam
(MiddleRow)Mrs. Ina Rose, Mrs. Dora Mé¢ ABthur, , Mrs., Ivy Stafford
( Front Row) Mrs, Margaret Turner, Mrs. Jean Palmer.

(Front Row) Mrs,., Margaret Turner, Mrs., Madeline Parks
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A polio scare in the summer of 1979 prompted
the Elgin St. Thomas Health Unit to set up a polio

booster shot clinic in Shedden,

Interest
in clinics
slackens

“Dwindling interest’ will put
a stop to any more polio vac-
cination clinics in the county
after today, the county's
medical officer of health said
this morning.

Dr. Mary Webster added,
however, that starting Friday
a person will be available at
the Elgin-St. Thomas Health
Unit from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. to
administer booster shots “‘for
as long as interest in the vac-
cination program is ex-

~ "The mass concern is fad-
ing.” Dr. Webster said.

The health unit had more
than 1,400 doses of vaccine at a
polio clinic in Shedden Wednes-
day, but enly about 350 people
showed up to get booster shots.
CLINIC TODAY

Another vaccination clinic is
being held today at the health
unit from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

In addition to the vaccina-
tions clinics held in the county
Dr. Webster said she has been
travelling around to farms in
Elgin where imuigrant labor
is employed and adinmistering
booster shots. L

“‘We are also supplying local
physicians with vaceine,” she
said.

Al the clinic in Shedden Wed-
nesday, no one seemed 1o
worried about contracting
polio. Rather, st viewed it
as a conventent way of taking
precautionary nicasures.

Shedden Tweedsmuir History

T BiltSwonsen, of Dmtton, swho
hadn't had a buuster shot since
high school, said the recent
polio scare “really wasn't that
much on my mind” when he
decided to attend the clinic.

“It’s very convenient having
it here,” he said, adding. I

should have has a bouster even
without the polio scare.”
CLINIC HANDY

Milton Cole, of RR 1, South-
wold, also said he came to the
clinic because 1t was “‘jus!
handy”. His last booster shot
was in 1969,

Grant Williams of It 7. St
Thomas. said he didn’t know
whether the polio scare is real-
Iy that serious, but as tar as
getting people out to vaccina-
tion clinics is concerned. it
works™.

Mr. Williams said he came to
the clinic “because 1 have
friends in Oxford County and
go down there guite a bit.”

The first and only reported
cases of polio so far in this area
have all been from Oxford.

Don Dawdy of RR 3, Shed-
den, couldn't remember the
last time he had a booster shot,
but decided to be *‘cautious”
and attend the clinic.

Leigh Vicary. 14, of RR i
Shedden, said he really wasn't
too concerned about the polio
scare, but he had a pretty solid
reason for attending the clinic,

“My mom miade e come
down,” he said

St. Thomas Times Journal

B. Vicary

1979



Shedden Institute
Going to Aylmer

St, Thomas Luncheon Will Precede
Visit to Pottery Studio

SHEDDEN, July 29—The Wo-
men's Institute met Wednesday
afternoon at Mrs. E. T. Baker's
home, Mrs. E. S. Down presiding.
There was a large attendance
Roll call brought forth reports of
many kindly acts performed by
neighbors.

It wad decided to serve ‘a hot
dinner in the United Church
school room on Fair Day, Sept
20, Mrs. A. Mclntyre, Mrs. E. S.
Down and Miss Grace McCormick
to be th® commitiee of manage-
ment. Miss E Morrison announced
all hospitalization dues can be
paid at her home before August 10. .

: Mrs. Baker gave an interesting
travelogue of her wip to Van-
conver, B.C., and Tacoma, Wash.
A snapshot contest of each mem-
ber and mother added tun to the
program.

s. Clement and Murs. F, Miller
assisted the hostess in serving tea.

Out-of-town guesis were Mrs. G.
Shackleton, .Mrs. H. McArthy and
daughter pf 8t. Thomas.

The August Institute meeting
will be held at the Pinecraft Cer-
amics, Aylmer, ©On Aug 23, at
2.30 pm. _Members and friends
whe would like to attend the
luncheon, being held previously in
St. Thomas at one_ o'clock, are
asked to notify Mrs. Duncan
Brown or Mrs. Neii Campbell,
not later than Aug 19. Those
unable to attend the luncheon, but
who plan to go to Aylmer, should
ﬁ:ltle Mys. Campbell before that

Shedden Women's Institute St., Thomas Times Journal
B. Vicary July 1950




The 70th annual meeting of
the Elgin West District Wo-

L
WI district annual meeting

Shedden. Pictured from the left
are Mrs. Earl Morden, second president; Mrs. Gordon Teare, muir history curator, — T-J

Garnet Cowell

first vice-

Mrs. Donald Vicary, Tweeds-

men's ' Institute was at. vice-president; Mrs. Russell public relations officer, and Photo).
Bethany-United Church in Campbell, president; Mrs.
The Shedden Branch of the Women's Institute was hostess
for the 70th District Annual meeting of Elg jest District

Women's Institute on May 17, 1978 in Bethany United Church,
Shedden.

Mrs. Donald (Beth) Vicary, shown in the picture is a
member of Shedden Branch WI and became District Tweedsmuir
History Convenor in 197¢& for a sii rear term,

Absent when the picture was taken was Mrs. Ralrh (Jean)
Palmer, District Second Vice-President and also a member of
Shedden Branch WI. Jeaa vill be District President for the
years 1983 and 1984,

St. Thomas Tirmhiavufg/g
Shedden Tweedsmuir Histor ., Vicary



ELIZABETH McDIARMID GUEST

Charter Member and First President
Shedden Women's Institute

Elizabeth McDiarmid was born on Lot 12 NEBTR near Watson's
Corners, the oldest daughter in the family of ten children of
Andrew and Ann Smith McDiarmid. In 1852 she moved with her
parents to a log house on the SEi lot 17 SNBTR east of Shedden.
Soon they purchased the SWi of lqt 17 also and moved to the log
house there. ‘

Elizabeth cared for each new baby as it arrived and
never received more than a grade 8 education. She was quite an
artist and several of her oil paintings are owned by members of
her family.

On January 8, 1878 she married William Guest and moved to
Lucan where they operated a drygoods store. In 1880 they were

Shedden Women's Institute B. Vicary




Elizabeth Guest 2

too busy with the store to attend the wedding of her brother
Alex McDiarmid at Shedden. In Lucan several nieces and

nephews boarded with them from time to time while they attended
high school. One of these, Dr. Edna Guest, became chief of
surgery at Women's College Hospital, Toronto.

Another niece, Emily Guest, was a graduate of the University
of Toronto and a school teacher., She organized Women's Institute
branches in Parkhill, Belleville and Birr. After working with
the British Red Cross during world war one, she organized
Women's Institute branches all over Scotland. Upon returning
to Canada she devoted the rest of her life to Women's Institute
work and is a member of the Agricultural Hall of Fame in Mil ton.

In Lucan Elizabeth Guest was president of the Presbyterian
Ladies Aid. Mr. and Mrs., Guest moved next to St. Johns (later
Arva) where they had a general store and then to London where they
had a store at the mest end of Blackfriars Street bridge.

In 1901 when Mrs. Guest's favourite sister married Nelson
Bawtenheimer and moved to Ayr, the Guests opened a store in Ayr.
When the Bawtenheimers bought a farm on the north half of lot 18
and the Ni lot 17 SNBTR north-east of Shedden, the Guests moved
to Shedden too, living in the house at 204 John Street north of
the railroad tracks where Mrs, Bessie Barrett now lives. Mr,
Cuest operated a clothing store in part of the building now
occupied by Palmer's store, 138 Talbot Street,

When the Women's Institute was organized in Shedden at the
urging of her niece, Emily Guest, Elizabeth Guest became the
first president and her sisters, Mrs., Nelson Bawtenheimer and
Mrs, Milson Stafford were members.

Mrs. Guest was a very intelligent woman and a capable
speaker, OShe was a life member and charter member of Shedden

Women's Institute and a life member of the WMS of Shedden



Elizabeth Guest 3

United Church.

Mrs. Guest died June 29, 1933, and is buried in Shedden
Cemetery.

MRS. ELIZABETH GUEST

Ehedden, July 3.—The funeral of
Mrs. Elizabeth Guest took plage from
Munra's chapel., Shedden, on Thurs-
day afternvon and was largely attend-
ed. Services were conducted by Rev.
W. T. Eddy. A solo, "Does Jesus
Care,”” was sung by Miss Catherine
Raynham, Lawrence Stafford accom-
paning on the piano. The {floral
tokens were very beautiful Including
@ wreath from husband, spray from
sistera, spray from nieces, spray from
Shedden Women's Institute; bowl of

y roses, Shedden Ladies' Ald, and other
beautiful designs from friends, Those
attending from a distance were; Mrs.
E. M, Grose (niece), and lwo sons,
Toronto; Dr. Edna M. Guest (nlece),
Toronto; Ernest Guest (nephew),
J.ondon, Ont.; Mrs. John Kress
aniece). Granton; Mra. Jessle Hender-
son, London; Mr. James Brown,
Chatham: Mr. and Mrs, J. C. Brown,
Tupperville; Mrs. Henderson and Miss
McLachlin, London; Mr. and Mrs. C.
J.. Morrison, Copenhagen: Mr. and
AMrs. Elvin Stafford and daughters
and Mrs. Watterworth, St. Thomas;
Mr. and Mrs. H, Vieary, Tempo; Mr.
and Mrs. Arthur Vicary, South Del-
aware, Interment was made in the
Shedden cemetery. the pall.bearers
being Arthur Vicary, Herbert Vie-
aryv, Elvin Stafford, Morley Stafford,
Albert Bawlenheimer, Stanley &taf-
ford,
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Wife !Ibem‘bgrsbip Certificate

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT

" has been granted Life Membership in the M/ ..Women's Institute.

This Certificate has been granted in recognition of much appreciated service.

Presidenl..W..f.....W/q_/, 227 A t.

m/ym%.zf/ﬁaz&?

s C.E W fre,




Life Membership Certificate

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
............................ M/fzw

Date....... 7. 77617 ........... , ................................................................................................
This Life Membefship is transferable to any Women's Institute in Ontario. Serial No#/?{
|

To be used in ying for transfer,




INDEPENDENCE AND PLENTY

In January 1979 an application was made by the Shedden
Women's Institute to the federal government for a Young Canada
Works Grant. The Institute wished to hire three students to
prepare an early history of Shedden and the surrounding area
and Mrs. Margaret Turner, Mrs. Madeline Parks and Mrs. Beth
Vicary were appointed as a committee to oversee this project.

Our Branch received a grant of $6540.00 and hired Michael
Clark of St. Thomas and Jo-Anne Chamberlain and Alison Vicary
of the Shedden area to do the research and write the book,

Alison's grandmother, Alice Vicary, had moved to Elgin
Manor and she gave permission for her empty house to be used
as headquarters for the project.(S; lot 17 SNBTR)

The students conducted over fifty personal interviews
with local citizens and did research at the Southwold Town-
ship office, the St. Thomas Library, the Elgin County Library,
the D. B. Weldon Library, U. W. O. , The Provincial Archives
and the Canadian Archivss. After completing the research, the
students began the task of writing the history and choosing
Dictures for the book. This proved to be a huge undertaking
and they were unable to finish it before returning to school,
Volunteer typists completed the work and the book was printed
by Ted Ram Printing, London.

The book has 140 pages and fifty pictures. We now had
piles of two hundred each page which we had to assemble. We
coerced friends and relatives into helping and we spent many
hours walking in a continuous circle around a long table at the
St. Thomas Public Library putting the pages of the books to-
gether in order. We learned from that experience and when we
ordered two hundred more books we had the printer assemble them!

Shedden Women's Institute B. Vicary



Independence and Plenty 2

The book named "Independence and Plenty" was completed in time
for Christmas 1979 and we all in our Institute Branch have reason
to be very proud of this project. Shedden Women's Institute holds
the copyright to all the material in the book,

Our three students all completed their university degrees and
Michael Clark used his work on this book as part of his credit for

his MA in History.

graduated recently sum-
ma cum laude from the
University of ‘Mas-
sachusetts in Boston

with an MA in history.
The som of Thomas P.
Clark, RR 5, St. Thomas,
and Mrs, Sandra L.
Saunders, 4 Alrey
Avenue, he is a graduate
of Parkside Collegiate In-
stitute (1975) and holds a
BA in Honors English and
History from the Univer-
sity of Western Ontario.
Michael is co-author with
Alison Vicary, Shedden,
of Independence and
Plenty: An [Illustrated
History of Shedden,
Fingal and the Surroun-
ding Area (St. Thomas,
1979) and will begin
studies this fall toward a
Ph.D. in history at
Brandeis University,
Waltham, Massachusetts.
He has been awarded the
Irving and Rose Crown
Doctoral Fellowship in
history and American
civilization at that univer-
sity

Shedden Women's Institute

Jo-Anne Chamberlain is a
recent graduate of the
University of Western On-
tario with a BA in ad-
ministrative office
management studies. The
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Clayton Chamberlain, of
RR 1, Southwold, she is a
graduate of Parkside Col-
legiate Institute and
Southwold-Lynhurst
Public School. Jo-Anne
has accepted a position at
IBM of Canada Ltd. in
London

ALISON JEAN VICARY

Alison Jean Vicary, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Mc-
Diarmid Vicary, R.R.3, Shed-
den, received a Bachelor of
Music degree with honours in
music education at the spring
convocation of the University of
Western Ontario. Alison is a
graduate of Parkside Col-
legiate, St.Thomas, and she
will attend the Faculty of Edu-
cation, University of Toronto,
in the fall.

B. Vicary
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Fifteen projects, involving a for 27 work weeks. The project will produce two plays for a gen-

total expenditure of $198,875,
have been ap&t:ved for Elgin
County under the Young Canada
Works Program.
The projects are as follows:
—QOutreach 79 ($11,448) will

employ four for 18
weeks, a total work weeks.
It is s by the St

Thomas-Elgin Association for
the Mentallv Retarded and
wiil provide group activities and
individual training programs for
mentally retarded children and
adults in selected areas of Elgin
County.

—Association for Children
with Learning Disabilities
(ACLD) Residential Camp (8$4,-
0501 will employ three persons

involves the tion of a a:rl:lh
mer cam children
t&ibﬂi‘

FITNESS TRAIL

ater Park Fitness
Trail ($3,633) will employ three
persons for 27 work weeks. The

project will build a fitness trail
i park with the support of
the eommunitv and the Ontario
rmmstry natural resources..
n Youth Theatre ($7,-
as(» employ six le for 50

work weeks and w i cmsisn:l of
two touring productions a a
third historical or classical
at the Dutton Memorial

—Port Stanley Summer Fes-
tival ($23,780) will employ 13
persons for 155 work weeks and

eral audience, two cbjldnen

bort Stantey
Stanley
Town Hall 'l"heal:e In sdditio&

performed in London as an ex-
change with the London Sanctu-
ary Theatre.
= —Rodney Day Camp (H.!O!)
will em persons for 27
v?:gln and will be for
chlldren three to 13.

;History of Fingal nshetldenm
and area ($6,540) wi
Tho Gogees o e mas b b
project is to
collect material, write, edit and
print a history of the area.

—Creative Playground and
Track and Field Complex ($6.-
712) will employ five persons for
40 weeks. Sponsored by the
Catholic Parent and Teachers
Association, this I:rojecl will
construct and install equipment
for two creative playgrounds lo-
cated at Assumption and Holy
Rosary Schools in Aylmer.
YOl.'11! RECREATION

—Optimist Youth Summer
R?lfm:xpl l;lr:gmm mfo.ms;
will employ persons for 60
work weeks and will provide a

daily recreation for
children aged five to 12. It willbe
located in the YMCA and will
serve children referred z Fam-
ily and Children’s as
well as those registered

general advertisement.

The Shedden Women's Institute application for a Federal grant and
The St, Thomas Times Journal announcement of our success,

Shedden Women's

Institute

B. Vicary
January 1979
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